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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING. 


WALLAOE’S THEATRE —Mrs Gwaun. 
MAVERLY’S LYCEUM THREAT RE —H. M.S. Prravors, 
WNION-SQUARE THEATRE.-—Horkons, 
BTANDARD THEATRE.—Mrxsrnetay axp Fox. 
MADISON-SQUARE THEATRE.—H, M. 8. Preavons, { 
MADISON-SQUARE GARDEN—Suamer Concerta _ 
THE AQUARIUM.—Afternoon and Evening. 
KOSTER @ BIAL/S HALL. —Concean 
'  PHe NEW-YORK TiMzs . 
, _——_—— 
: ‘ TERMS, POSTAGE ParD. 
tm Damy Treas, por andum, including’the 
Sanday Ballon... 1,-6.0. 00. sossececeeessoeGl2 00 
Tux Darr Torss, pof aanam, exclusive of the 
' Sanday Edition. peat’ 10 00 
Whe Sunday BAition, per anuam..:....°......... 2 00 
Wan Sync Waser Tite, por anum.......... ~~ 260 
Sas Wanerr Trem, por anvom!............... -*2 00 


; BRANOH OFFICES OF THE TIMES 
fun Trees Up-town Ofice-—No, 1,258 Broadway, 
; Paris O Ree of Tas Tutts—No, 39 Rae de Lafayette. 





‘Tam Trees is on sale in Loudoa at No. 449 Strand, | 


(/W.C., vy Henry F. Gtilig ® Co, and at Mr, Sevenss, 
Wo, 4 Trafalgar-equare. sak 


—_—_——— 
‘+s THE TIMES FOR THE SUMMER. 
[Persons leaving the City for the Summer 
ean have Tas Tiraes mailed to their address 
Yor One Dollar per month. 

—_—_—_—_—_—————— 

/* he Signal Service Bureau report indicates 
Yor to-day, in this region, slightly warmer, 
southerly winds, stationary or lower pressure, 
and partly cloudy weather. 


a ——————_—____—_______] 

* The Jadieial Expenses bill, as p repared 
by the Democratic caucus, passed the 
House yesterday by « strict party vote. 
Whe Marshals bill, as the last chip from the 
Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Appro- 
priation bill is called, will come up for 
potion to-day, general debate upon it being 
limited to one hour. Both bills will probably 
be'sent to the President by Saturday even- 
ing, and as no attempt is likely to be made to 
provide a substitute forthe vetoed Marshals 
bill, a final adjournment of Congress is 
all but certain to take place early next 
nweek, “Even now, a quorum is re- 
tained in the House: with consider 
lable difficulty, and as no motion to 
recall absentees seems likely to be enter- 
tained, the session must come to an end of 
sheer inanition, in default of any definite 
Betion to terminate it. The people’s repre- 
entatives are doubtless very tired of their 
work, but they will need a somewhat pro- 
ftracted period of repose, if they are nearly 
as tired of it as the people themselves. 

eel 


t If it is poor strategy to change leaders in 
the face of the enemy, the Ohio Republi- 
sans may well congratulate themselves on 
the summary removal of Jouw G. Taomp- 
BON from the Chairmanship of the Demo- 
eratic State Central Committee. THomPsox, 
as the dispenser of official pap in the House 
ot “Representatives, groom and backer 
of TaunmMéN, ‘and*the head of the 
Ohio “Democracy, was a man of mark 
and influence. He undertook too much, 
and his arbitrary course in reference to 
Biskor’s nomination lost him the support 
pf the suecessful candidate. It does not ap- 
pear that Ewrno’s man is an able successor 
of the deposed Tompson, but it is certain 
that Tompson will not endure with meek- 
mess the slight which has béen put upon 
him. If he helps to heal the widening 
in the Ohio Democratic Party, he 
not the man which he is usually reported 
to be, x 
CS 
‘The Trade Dollar bill, which \encountered 
Bo httle opposition in the House, has been 


amended by the Senate Finance Committee | 


and shelved till December. By that time 
ase ere scene standard dollars will 

ve been coined, and probably ten million 
will have entered into the circulation. Be- 
fore then Congress will have had the benefit 


¥] country ‘will’ be ‘better ruled by his eon, | 


Prince MoHAMMED-TEWFIK, remains to be 


1877, and to $40,000,000 in 1878, while 
this year it seems likely to fall lower: still, 
In fact, the Khédive’s proseedings, from 
first to last, have been precisely similar to 
those which proved fatal to Sulten App-uL- 
Aziz three years ago. While his’ subjects 
were starving, and his unpaid soldiers 
breaking into open mutiny, the ruler of 
Egypt was deliberately wasting millions in 
laying out the gardens of Shoubra, estab- 
lishing a French opera and a French ballet 
in Cairo, planting the road to the Pyramids 
with date-palms, and stock-jobbing in Euro- 
pean markets. Should the European pow- 
ers make good their promise to ‘“‘ establish 
good administration in Egypt,” it will be a 
priceless boon both to the countryand to its 


people, : 
ae] 


Labor and capital have entered upon a 
struggle at Fall River whic h promises to be 
one of the most determined and most pro- 
tracted of the many strikes which the 
cotton-spinning industry has seen. The em- 
ployers express a determination that this 
shall be the lastspinners’ strike at Fall River, 
and the most uncompromising measures 
are being used to convince thé operatives 
that they must choosé between starvation 
and submission. Natural as may be the ir- 
ritation of the mill-owners over repeated in- 
terruptions of their business, itis obvious 
that the causes which produce strikes 
will exist even after this one has 
been crushed out. No. class of 
operatives will be content with the mini- 
mum scale of wages while the profits on 
their labor continue to grow. ‘“‘ Un-Ameri- 
can” asthe system of arbitration may be 
considered at Fall River, it is the 
only way by which a mutually frank 
end permanent understanding can be 
established between employers and em- 





ployed. It is extremely probable that 





no competent arbitrator would have de- 
cided that the present condition of the 
business of the Fall River mills warranted 
an advance of wages. © But his decision 
would have averted a strike, with all its 
legacy of ptivation and ill-feeling, and the 
next demand for more wages mast either 
be settled by some rational adjustment of 
the claims of both parties or must lead to 
another warfare likethat which opensto-day. 
—_————— 
PERSONAL VERSUS PARTY ENDS. ~ 


It now appears that the resolution which 
was finally come to by the Joint Advisory 
Committee of the Democratic caucuses, in re- 
gard to the appropriation bills, was reached 
with great difficulty. Yet we sliould sup- 
pose that it must be evident to any rea- 
sonable Democrat that persistence in an 
extreme programme would have been 
fatal to the hopes of the party 
in. the elections this Fall—élections 
which. may be regarded, as far as 
national aims are concerned, as mancuvres 
for position in the Presidential election. 
The position in which the compromise must 
leave the party is certainly not a strong or 
commanding one; but it is not absolutely 
untenable. Whatever public sentiment 
there is on the question of the Election 
laws, or whatever can be aroused by inge- 
nious pleading, is now, after a fashion, 
at the disposal of the Democrats. - They 
have made a vigorous attempt, and a pro- 
longed and determined one, to repeal those 
laws. Failing in that, they have directed 
their efforts to rendering the laws inopera- 
tive. That they will fail in that also, they 
may say, is not their own fault. If the peo- 
ple wish the attempt renewed, if the 
issue is really as important as the 
Democratic leaders represent, there will be 
an opportunity for their party to obtain a 
certain indorsement from the popular vote. 
It will not be a very distinct indorsement 
at best, if they can get it, because this Fall’s 
elections do not turn, for the most part, on 








seen ; but it is certainly time fora change 

of some kind,’ The annual value of Egyp- | 
_ | tian exports, which showed a total of $90,- | 
| 000,000 in 1876, fell to $60,000,000 in 
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extremest speeches delivered in that body. 

He offered the highest bid he could for the 

enthusiastic support of those men in his 

own party who mistook obstinacy for firm- 
ness, and blind persistence in folly for en- 
lightened and fearless statesmanship. Mr. 
Wattace having made this bid, it would 
not do forMr. Ranwpa.t to lag behind. Ac- 
cordingly, though, with his usual indirect- 
ness, he has made noopen on, we 
see his name frequently in the dispatches 
as one of the ‘ irreconcilables ”—one of 
the Democrats who wished to adjourn 
without appropriating money for the courts, 
and thus ‘‘ teach the fraudulent President a 
lesson,” We venture to assume that this is 
not altogether in accordance with Mr. Ran- 
DALL’s cooler judgment, that, if his position 
be correctly represented, it has not been 
without some misgivings that he has given 
his support toa movement so fatal to the 
future progress of his party, and that, if he 
has done so, it has been because he dared 
not bid lower for popularity with the 
rank and file than Mr, Watwaos. 
But the demands of sheer partisan- 
ship are very exacting within the Demo- 
cratic lines, and doubtless most of those. 
who have advocated an out-and-out posi- 
tion of defiance toward the President have 
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in it only & common comimercial incident, 
Apart from the food question, our ability 
to sell goods in foreign markets is in s large 
degree contingent upon oar willingness to 
receive goods in return, There is not coin 
enough in the world for commerce con- 
dueted on any other basis. The exchange 


| of products need not be direct, But.eventu- 


Cheap transportation, by land or sea, is, 
however, essential to the attainment of 
whatever is legitimate in the ends desired 
by Mr. Bian or Mr. Roacz. Oar pro- 
ducers and traders cannot compete abroad 
without lower freights than the owners of 
ships built by Mr. Roack could accept. 
Indeed, the suecessful competition which 
has contributed to the extrication of Amer- 
ican business from difficulties is one of the 
results of the low freights. which have 
prevailed in the carrying trade; and 
the low freights have been fendered pos- 
sible by the comparative cheapness of 
foreign-built ships, fitted out and nav- 
igated under liberal foreign laws. Give to 
American merchants the privilege of buying 
ships where they can be had cheapest, and 
of supplying them under a better tariff’, and 
the " freight money,” which to Mr. Roac# 
is @ veritable bug-bear, will pass into Ameri- 
ean pockets. This will be a better way of 
encouraging commerce and re-establishing 
@ mercantile marine, than that for which 
Mr. Roaon pleads persistently. He has no 
right to ask tax-payers to subsidize buyers 








had these demands more in view than the 





of his ships, or to keep down the American 








| that the effect of subsidies to lines of steam- 


real interests of their party. It is not to be 
denied that some Republicans have shown 
a similar tendency. On the whole, should 
the programme of the Joint Caucus Com- 
mittee be carried out, far more moderate, 
as it is, than that with which the Demo- 
crates entered on the struggle, it will be be- 
cause the action of both parties has, in the 
end, been guided by those who have felt a 
keener sense of responsibility to the coun- 
try at large than to their immediate parti- 
san supporters. * 

é' ee ee 

THE ROACH-BLAINE PHILOSOPHY. 
Mr. Buanre’s letter on the means of re- 
gaining a lost marine and. widening the 
seope of our foreign eommerce, had some 
pretensions to plausibility. Mr. Jou» 
Roaon’s letter has not this merit. Its fal- 
lacies are too transparent to be interesting. 
As Mr. Roaon states the.case of the sub- 
sidyists and the protectionists, commerce 
should be altogether a one-sided affair. 
Thiscountry shorild sell to everybody acd 
buy nothing in return. Ships carrying its 
flag should go ont freighted with its pro- 
ductsand return in. ballast. All its \cus- 
tomers must peiy in cash. In trade mat- 
ters it may proceed on the supposition that 
it commands the markets of the world, is 
able to dictate terms to all nations and to 
enrich its people at their expense. Even 
the maintenance of resumption presupposes 
the willingriess of other people to send us 
their gold, and to take our commodities at 
whatever },rices may be necessary to keep 
Mr. Roaca profitably busy and to ehrich 
the merc’sants who buy his ships. 

It will be seen that Mr. Roace does not 
pretend that he can supply ships as cheaply 
as they! can be bought elsewhere, or that 
there % a possibility, under the 
laws, ,of cultivating that interchange of 
commodities which isthe essence of com- 
merce. * Not only does he not deny that the 
effect of the tariff is to preclude the pur- 
ehase of products in markets to which we 
have ready access: he contends that that 
inability is a souree of strength and a con- 
dition of our solvency. He does not allege. 


carrying trade unless it be otherwise tribu- 
tary to his profit. 
—_—_—_—_— 

“ HONORABLE BiLKS.” 
' The world is indebted to, that master of 
invective and vituperation, Denis Krarney, 
for the title given toa party of mere poli- 
ticians. Various elements, more or less 
inharmonidus, conibined to carry the new 
Constitution -in California; Among these 
were many politicians of the Old Silurian 
period. They were ally of yarious 
political parties, but the 1 part were 
survivors of: the Democratic Party. This 
is natural, The Democratic Party is one 
of great antiquity and  moldiness. 
In California, it ‘ there was 
a corporal’s guard left'in the party when 
the Working Men had formed their or- 
ganization. But even this remnant was 
cut up by the formation of a new party, 
after the new Constitution was adopted, 
the mission of which was to secure all 
the offices for the ex-offieers of every stripe 
who rallied to its support: The new party 
was made up of men who had held office so 
long since that most people had forgotten . 
their existence. There were ox-Judges, ox- 
Congressmen, ex-Senators, and extin- 
guished office-holders of every grade. They 
decided to form a new party td support the 
new Constitution. +3. 

It was Keanwty’s happy thought to call 
these ‘‘ Honorable Bilks.” Every oneof the 
managers was accustomed to wear the pre- 
fix of “‘ Hon.,” just as every second man in 
the Golden State is ‘“Colonel,” '‘ General,” 
or, at the very least, ‘‘ Judge.” Therefore, 
“ Honorable Bilks ” most appropriately de- 
scribed them. ‘“‘ Bilka” is an old English 
word, though commonly used in the form of 
@ verb or participle, A‘‘bilk” is a fraudu- 
lent person—a deceiver. Hence the obvious 
propriety of putting the word ‘‘Hilk” upon a 
abn ge enh ese ci 
the Democracy, and who pretending to 
support the new Constitution of California 
for themere purpose of snatehing the offices 
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—_—_—_—_— 
_ THE OLD WORLD AS 4 RETREAT. 
If Americans were as conceited and ego- 
tistio as they get credit for being, they 
might believe that the Old World was 
specially created for théir benefit and con- 
venience. It certainly is a great adyan- 
tage to us in many ways; it instructs, it 
entertains, it admonishes us. Besides a 
school, a lecture-room, and 4 pleasure- 
ground, itis a retreat, a refuge, where our 
compatriots go for moral and political, as 
well as mental and physical, recuperation. 
In this light it is little considered by the 
general public; but they who go abroad to 
stay any time are again and again reminded 
of the fact by the people they meet of their 
own race, whom they have wholly or par- 
tially forgotten, or whom they may have re- 
garded as dead. To an American who has 
traveled extensively in his native land, and 
made many acquaintances, the Continent of 
Europe, when he visits it, seems like a 
once-familiar grave, prolific of resurrec- 
tions, In nearly every city and town he en- 
counters some departed spirit who has re- 
sumed the garments of the flesh, and ismov- 
ing nimbly about under the impression that 
he has never been dead. 
number of our fellow-republicans, 
now rambling, as, is their Summer wont, 
overthe other hemisphere, must be con- 
tinually ranning upon men and women they 
have known at home, personally or by repu- 
tation, but who have-faded out of their rec- 
ollection. These are the people who cross 
the sea for a purpose; who wish to put the 
ocean between themselves and some un- 
pleasant circumstance or series of circum- 
stances they have been unable to control. 
They have sought the Old World as a re- 





treat, usually temporary, where they intend 





to remain until certain disagreeable memo- 
ries have grown dim, or until conditions on 
this‘side have shaped themselves more to 
their liking. These retreaters are of various 
kinds, and they have various motives for re- 
treating, each one sufficient in their eyes. 
The politician who, in his incessant effort 
to gain favor with his constituents, has got 
on the right side of a question by mis- 
take, and hurt his chances for the next cam- 
paign, deems it advisable to. rum over to 
France or Germany and wait until his blun- 
der hasfaded outofremembrance, and he can 
return with the assurance that perhaps the 
one honest act of his public life was 
totally misunderstood ;+ that he never 
meant anything of the sort. He may 
be a possible candidate, in his own mind, 
for the Presidency, and fearful that he may 
be questioned touching some of the opin- 
ions he has expressed in the past, which 
ate no longer approved by his party ; there- 
fore, he skips over the Atlantic to avoid 
awkward catechising, biding his time to 
Treappear on the scene with leisurely- 
eoncocted falsehoods to demonstrate his 
integrity. An officer of a large corpora- 
tion has been charged with irregularities, 
(mild, pardonable irregularities he con- 
ceives them to be, such as taking $200,000 
or $300,000 belonging to the company, 
which he would certainly have put back if 
his speculations had been lucky,) and con- 
siders it but justice to himself to stay in 
Europe until the corporation shall see how 
unworthy is the prejudice they have formed 
against him.. He tells his acquaintances, 
who happen to run upon him, that he is out 
of health, all in consequence of overwork— 
for how many weaknesses and vices over- 
work is made sponsor!—and that his return 
is indefinite, which it may well be, taking 
into account the peculiar nature of the 
prejudice he expects to live down. 

A very ambitious Bostonian, New-Yorker, 

or San Franciscan has been 

filling a certain: in business or so- 
ciety for years, and losing it, for whatever 
cause, isso mortified thereby that he leaves 
his country to hide his smart in a Swiss 
village or an Austrian watering-place. He 








| @ amount was trifling, 

of pear that might have been, this bill was 
selected because the most complete evi- 
dence was obtainable of its falsity. The 
ee was yeas ne ig as grati- 
fying to respectable people as it was unex- 
pected. The verdict and sentence of the 
prisoner to the State Prison must carry 
& Wholesome terror to the crew of 
rascals who have so long made a business of 
robbing the wpe and will. undoubtedly 
havea eficial effect in-the future. Now 
that one conviction has been obtained, it is 
hoped that there will be no more ** e- 
mente” where evidence is so plain as il has 
been in the eases already tried. But the 
prosecu officers are not inclined to take 
Sele WAL Bk Seles. W gut fortes off goed 
en to get juries o 
and true men.such as fhe sie ¢alls for. 
Meanwhile, publicity would appear to be 
not wholly without effect. 


In a notice of the death of Major Lawrence 
Wruntams, at Easthampton, Mazs.; on the 21st 
inst., one of our City contemporaries stated that he 
was a graiuate of West Point, and ‘spent a portion 
of his life in the regular Army.” Major WitLtams 
was.long a polished, brilliant, and brave officer, but 
he was eashieréd early in the war for disloyalty to 
the flag, The story of his disgrace is among the 
most singular of the many remarkable ones that the 
rebellion has produced. Major WILLiIaMs was on 
the staff of Major-Gen. Groner B, MoOenuan. 
One day several prominent officers from a distance 
‘were dined by the commanding General, and during 
the closing hour-of the meal a brass band belonging 
to one of the volunteer regiments marched up to 
head-quarters to serenade ‘Little Mao” and his 
guests. Those bandmen hailed from a rural local- 
ity, where people generally knew more about agri- 
eultural implements than sax-horns or other musical 
fustraments. However, by strict attention to prac- 
tlee, lasting as a rule from reveille to taps, the band 
had succeeded in getting tolerable control over two 
tunes, one ‘of which was the “Star-spangled Ban- 
ner” and, to use an old expression, “the other 








, | has bean, bat still it Is most remarkable for s 





wasn't." The band began to play. Thelr réper. 
toire was limited, bat not so the time at their dis- 
posal. Over and over again they played those 
two tanes, but with a desided “hankering” in 
favor of the ‘‘Star-spangled Banner.” They played 
it so often that finally Major WiuLtams petulently 
exclaimed, *‘ Dn the Star-spangled Banner!” The 
words were speedily reported by some eavesdrop- 
per to Seeretary Srantow at Washington. It so 
happened that only a few days before the Major's 
brother was hanged as a spy by Gen. RosEcrans, 
in Tennessee. At the beciuning of the war. this 
brother was an officer on Lieut-Gen. Soorr’s staff. 
He used to communieate important military secrets 
to a relative of his, the daughter of a distinguished 
rebel General, and finally he deserted from Washing. 
ton over to the enemy. In course of time, Capt. 
Wiraitams and one other offieer entered Ross. 
Onane’s lines. They boldly assumed the role of 
officers of the staff, and ordered the troops of a cer- 
tain brigade then on outpost duty to parade for in- 
spection. Fortunately, they were suspected; they 
were arrested and sent to head-quarters. Their trial 
foHlowed, and they quickly paid the full penalty of 
their offense. It is said that Secretary Stanton 
always. believed that his brother's fate disturbed 
Major Wru1zaMs’s loyalty, and that the objectiona- 
ble words were spoken deliberately and from the 
bottom of his heart. Bat the Major's brother-sol- 
diers, in and out of service, believed nothing of the 
kind, and always looked upon him as the unfor- 
tanate vietim of cireumstances. Major WILLIAMS 
tried frequently to have his case inquired into by 
the Government, but always without success. 





The degree of Doctor of Laws conferred on 
Prof. Wru1daM Hotms Vax Bueen, of this City. by 
Yale College, at the recent Commencement, deserves 
peculiarsignificance and value from the fact that Yale 
is extremely conservative in the matter of honor- 
ary degrees, and that:this is believed to be the first 
time the college has so far yielded to the tendency of 
the times as to bestow the LL. D. upon a candidate. 
Certainly it is the first time that a medical candidate 
has ever received it. Prof. Van Burgn’s antecedents 


are too familiar to residents of this City to render |}. 


extended discussion necessary. His grandfather, 
Joun VAN BUREN, a graduate of the University of 
Leyden, anda pupil of the eelebrated Bozesaavn, 
emigrated to New-York about the year 1700, from 
Beuren, near Amsterdam. The young physician ap- 
pears to have taken his name from the town from 
which he came, not from any family or estate styled 
Brvrnew. Such was the case, indeed, with most of 
our ol4 Knickerbocker families. Asranam Van 
Bueex was . physician to the Alms-house, 
an office to whieh his son BEexmMan snc 
ecooded at his death. Their descendant, on 
‘whom Yale has conferred the LL. D.. was graduated 
classically at Yale, medically at the University of 
Penneylvanis, and surgically in the hospitals of 
Paris. In 1874. he was appointed one of the sur- 
geons to Bellevue Hospital, and in 1852 sueceeded 
Dr. GaaNvintes SHaAgrn Parrison as Professor of 
York. His reputation as a surgeon was won princi- 
pally, however, under the tutelage of his father-in- 
law, the famous Vauentive Mort, tn the New-York 
Hospital, then (about the year 1852) celebrated for 
the boldness and originality of its operative surgery. 
Dr. Van Bunen’s aptitude for the literature of his 
early in his career, and subseauently into medical 
authorship on an extensive scale. His “ Qontriba- 
tious to Practical Surgery,” “ Lectures on Diseases of 
the Rectum,” and translation of Moxut’s “ Histol- 


| ogy,” are still text-books.- Isis, indeed, im the de- 


partment of literature that he has contributed most 

materially to the progress of medical and surgical 
rr 

“Phe ignorance, of the French about other 

countries and people than their own has been no- 

torious for generations, It is not so great now as it 

pa- 


Ae oe, Pee 


| passed his life in conflist with orthodoxy; that he 
| Was, in the strictest sense, 3 Unitarian; that he es: 


pecially denied the plenary inspiration of the Bible 
and the divinity of Jesus. Nobody but a French- 
‘man could have made so many and 80 glaring errors. 
They are exceedingly comical, or would be if not 
| eoramitted by a Frenchman, not supposed to be capa. 
ble of getting anything right about a forsiguer, and 
seldom controverting the supposition. 


Tt ig stated on high English authority tha 
the time is approaching when the breadstaff shipped 
from this country to Great Britain will go much 
more generally than it now does in the form of flour, 
At the first glance this assertion appears a reason 
able one, for aa arain is now sent abroad quites 
quantity of material is included in the shipments 
that is of little or no value. To condense the wheat 
into flour would certainly ba a saving to this extent 
that freight wonla be paid only on what was of real 
value, Tne shipments would, of course, be made in 
bags, which for purposes of transportation aregreat- 
ly to be preferred to barrels, as they are easy te 
handle, ccoupy dat little space, and can be used 
many times. Added to these advantages is. the great 
gain it would be to our millers to have the work of 
making the flour which is now ground abroad given 
tothem. Butin spite of these possible chances of 
profit, we are inclined to believe that no decided 
change is likely to take place under existing condi- 
tions, The expense of transporting wheat from Chi- 
cago to Liverpool is so small that a saving in this 
respect can be easily offset by costs in some other 
direetion. For instance, the handling and storing of 
flour by railway men, canal men, and stevedores 
would be a much more expensive operation than the 








transshipment of wheat, where elevators wére used, 
and the outlay for cotton bags is one whieh is not re 
quired where the last-named article is forwarded. 
Besides this, it is not improbable that wheat can b« 
converted into flour at a eheaper rate by Englist 
millers than by our own, 80 that, taking everything 
into consideration, the existing methods of carrying 
on the business are not unlikely the most econontical 
ones, This is certainly the opinion of shippers on 
this side of the Atlantic, who would not be slow to 
alter their present customs if they could see in the 
change the prospect of additional profit. 





Although it is not unlikely that the recent 

large fires in Orenburg, Moscow, and other cities of 
Russia were set by Nihilist conspirators, the mere 
fact that conflagrations have oceurred in that coun: 
try is by no means proof of incendiary action. The 
person who sets a fire can never tell whether it will 
bes large or a small one; the chances being always 
in favor of the latter couclusion; but experience in 
this country demonstrates that whenever « fire of 
considerable magnitude takes place public opinion ia 
exceedingly apt to attribute its origin to. incen- 
diaries, though investigation into the causes of fires 
has shown that but a small part of the annual loss 
in this City or this ¢ountry can be traced to this 
source. In Russia, the fires ure more frequent. and 
the losses average larger than those in the United 
States, and if in the Winter the perpetual presence 
of snow did not act as @ protector, the destruction of 
property by this means would be nearly twice as 
great as it now is. Last Summer there were 33,329 
fires in Russia, invoiving s lossof more than $50,- 
000,000, and it will be remembered, that none of 
these were attributable to the Nihilists. Now, it is 
coneeivable—the proportion holdiag constant—that 
the three or four fires which ruined Orenburg were 
merely due to some of the many causes which 
gave rise to the thousands of fires last year. It 
usually happens that where fires are numerous the 
methods of extingnishing them sre developed to a 
high degree of efficieucy. Thus, in this country, we 
put up inflammable buildings, and place our property 
in constant and unnecessary peril; bat asa set-off 
we have very efficient fire departments, and by larze 
outlays in steam-engines and water-sapplies ¢on- 
trive to hold our fire losses in check. In Russia, on 
the contrary, the buildings are fully as unsafe as our 
own, and, what is more, the means employed for ex- 
tinguishing fires are wholly inadequate. In many 
places, even of considerable size, such a thing a8 an 
equipped fire department does not exist. The inhabi- 
tants are all bound to help im putting out a fire, and 
to supply for this purpose some particular instra- 
ment, sueh as an axe or « water-bucket, and this, 
whatever it may be, is in most villages painted over 
the door of the villager’s house, so: that. the chief 
man of the commune ean call ont without trouble 
the particular article that he desires. Even tn a 
eity of the size of St. Petersburg there are but two 
* steam fire-engines, and the water used is ordinarily 
earried along in casks mounted upon wheels. An 
other featare respecting this fire department is its 
extreme slowness in getting into action, the passage 
of a fire-engine and its attendant water-carts through 
the streets of St. Petersburg resembling to an ab 
surf extent a funeral procession. 








POLITICAL NOTES. 
—_—»——— 
The Moffett bell-punch and a dog tax are the 
methods proposed in Georgia to raise money for the 
support of public schools. 


Some of the Republicans of Wisconsin ex- 
press a fear that their State Convention has been 
called for too early a date. Sach persons prefer a 
campaign that is short and hot. 

The Legislature of Georgia will reassemble 
on Wednesday next, July 2, The Constitution of 
the State imposes upon it the duty of regulating 
railroad freight and passenger tariffa. 


It is the opinion of the Memphis (Tenn) 
Appeal that the people of that State. will accept at 
the August election the proposed settlement of their 
debt. In West Tennessee it hears of no serious op- 
position to the measure. 


The Hon, George ©.\Perkins ran away from 
his home, in Maine, when 13 years old, and went to 
sea, and now the Republicans of California, wno 
have nominated him for Governor, are about to or- 
ganize Sailor-boy Perkins clubs throughout the State. 

Inasmuch as the gentleman who delivered 
“ the especially-applanded address” before the Mis- 
sissippi Editors’ Association was not Col. A. Y. 
Harper, of the much-vituperated Okolona States, 
but Major George W. Harper, of the Raymond Ga 
zette, (which ts quite harmless,) and inasmuch as 
that gentleman urged in that address that while 
loving and Missiasippians they should 
glory in the Stars and Stripes, in the American peo 
ple, and ia the Government of the United States, 
there does not seem to be sufficient reason why any: 
body in this part of the Union should get very much 
excited over it. And certainly nothing is to be 
gained by misrepresentation. , 

‘The San Francisco Alfa says: ‘ George C. 
Perkins, the Republican nominee for Governor 0! 
California, is a good specimen of a cqmmon product 
in the State—e self-made man. Thirty years ago he 
arrived here as a poor boy; year by year he bettered 
his fortune, becoming s clerk In a store, a country 
merchant, © State Seuator,a wealthy man, and a 
steam-ship owner, in every position commanding the 


seal, and his capacity. It is impossible to know him 
without admiring his business-like frankness. He 
how to respeet others for manly qualities. He has ne 
interests not in harmony with those of the State.” 
_. BDWoATION IN NEWIRRSEY. 
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